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come of the United States on which 120 million Americans
lived in the depression year of 1932.
I pointed out that this meant the practical elimination
of all new consumer goods in our country in 1943. What-
ever our people have must last them until the end of the
war. I said I saw no food shortage but that 1943 repre-
sents an absolute stoppage of all peacetime manufactured
articles except the merest trickle. The United States takes
its full place for the safety of free men everywhere.
As an indication of Sweden's natural popular desires,
the next day every newspaper in Stockholm reported this
address under banner headlines to the effect that a visiting
American spoke encouragingly of his country's effect on the
war. The man in the street in Sweden is no Nazi. We are
very unfair to him if we think he is.
I was asked to speak at Sweden's famous Employer-
Labour Conference, the Saltsjobadssammantradet, at Salts-
jobaden. I went as the guest of J. Sigfrid Edstrom, chairman
of the Swedish General Electric Company, who succeeded
our Thomas J. Watson as president of the International
Chamber of Commerce.
We drove out to a large resort on the outskirts of Stock-
holm, met at a long table in the ballroom of the hotel.
Mr. Edstrom sat at the end, presiding.
This is Sweden's famous labour policy in action. It
works.
In our own country I have never understood the quota-
tion marks put around " The Labouring Man " as though
he did not comprise all but an infinitesimal part of the total
society.
It is not necessary to be poor to be a workman, and it is
certainly not necessary to be poor to be in the labouring
group. The only true meaning of the word workman takes
in as many things as there are activities in life. Work is not
limited to running a machine or digging in a mine, although
in social problems the politicians seem to treat'it in this
restricted sense. The tendency to couple " Labour " ex-
clusively with the " sweat of the brow " permeates much of
our economic thinking, more of our legislation, and most of
our taxation.
The necessity to retain and reproduce life and to possess